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SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021 
Dormition of Righteous Anna, mother of the Theotokos & Fifth Sunday of Matthew 

Righteous Mothers Olympias, deaconess of Constantinople; Eupraxia of Tabenna 
 
Tone 4                                                                  Eothinon 5 
Saturday Vespers Service: CANCELLED FOR SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2021 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also Live-
Streamed)  
 
Sunday Epistle Reader:  Choir 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast 
from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath 
been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.  
 

APOLYTIKION FOR THE DORMITION OF ST. ANNA IN TONE FOUR 
O Godly-minded Anna, thou didst give birth unto God’s pure Mother who conceived Him Who is our Life. 
Wherefore, thou hast now passed with joy to thy heavenly rest, wherein is the abode of them that rejoice in 
glory; and thou askest forgiveness of sins for them that honor thee with love, O ever-blessed one. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE DORMITION OF ST. ANNA IN TONE TWO 
We celebrate now the memory of Christ’s ancestors, while asking their help with faith, that we may all be 
saved from all manner of tribulation as we fervently cry aloud: Be Thou with us, O Lord our God, Whose 
pleasure it was to glorify them both. 
 
 



THE EPISTLE 
(For the Dormition of St. Anna) 

God is wondrous in His saints. 
In the churches, bless ye God. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:22-27) 
     Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by the handmaid, and one by the freewoman. But the one from 
the handmaid is born according to the flesh; whereas the one from the freewoman is through the promise. 
These things are an allegory, for these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children 
for bondage, which is Hagar. For Sinai, which corresponds to Hagar, is a mountain in Arabia, and resembles 
the present Jerusalem, for she is in bondage with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and 
she is the mother of us all. For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry 
out, you who are not in travail: For many are the children of the desolate, much more than of her who has 
a husband.” 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Fifth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1) 
     At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him, coming 
out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have we to 
do to Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many swine 
was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou castest us out, send us 
away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and 
behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen 
fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all 
the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. 
And getting into a boat He crossed over and came to His own city. 
 

THE SYNAXARION 
On July 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Dormition of Saint Anna, Mother of the 
Most Holy Theotokos.  

Verses 
The Virgin-mother Maiden’s Mother now dieth, 
Who for child-bearing mothers is swift salvation. 

On the twenty-fifth died Anna, the assuager of hard travail. According to tradition, Anna, the ancestor of 
God, lived for 79 years, and her spouse Joachim, for 80, who preceded Anna in death. They were married 
for 50 years and prayed to God for a child— male or female—to comfort them in their old age. Anna gave 
birth to the one who would bear God in her womb. The Theotokos had been orphaned of both her parents 
when she was 11 years old, when she was living in the Temple. Saint Anna is invoked for conceiving children, 
and for help in difficult childbirth. 
     On this day, we also commemorate our righteous mothers Olympias the deaconess of 
Constantinople; and Eupraxia of Tabenna. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy 
upon us. Amen. 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow  
along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy. 



VESPERS ON SATURDAY, JULY 24 - CANCELLED 
Dear St. George Parishioners, please note that Vespers on Saturday, July 24 is cancelled. Vespers 
will resume on July 31. 

LITURGICAL SERVICES FOR MAJOR FEASTS IN AUGUST – SAVE THE DATE 

*The Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. On August 6 in the Holy 
Orthodox Church, we commemorate the divine Transfiguration of our Lord, God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, when He took Peter, James and John with Him and went to Mount Tabor where 
was transfigured and He appears as a King above the prophets and that is why Moses and Elijah 
appear as His servants. 

St. George Church will commemorate the feast on Thursday, August 5 at 6:30 P.M. with Orthros 
(Matins) followed with Divine Liturgy. 

*The Paraklesis for the Dormition of the Theotokos (Falling-Asleep, of the Most-Holy 
Theotokos, the Ever-Virgin Mary). On August 15 is the Dormition of the Theotokos, and in 
preparation for this great feast, we sing the famous Paraklesis Service with the Little and Great 
Supplicatory Canons to the Theotokos. 

St. George Church will commemorate the Paraklesis Service on Friday, August 13 at 6:30 P.M. 

*The Dormition of our most Holy Lady, The Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary. On 
August 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the venerable Dormition and 
Translation of our supremely glorious Lady the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary. The Archangel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary and revealed to her that within three days she will find repose. The 
Lord fulfilled her wish and all of the Apostles, borne by angels in the clouds, gathered at the 
same time at the home of John on Zion. After seeing them, the Theotokos peacefully gave up 
her soul to God without any pain or physical illness.  

St. George Church will commemorate the feast on Sunday, August 15. Immediately following 
Liturgy, ‘Hreeseh’ will be served in the mini-Hall. A Gift of Love donation is appreciated. 
  

 
 

HREESEH 
The traditional dish served in the Christian Levantine to break the feast fast is ‘Hreeseh’. A broth made 
from boiled wheat and chicken, this dish is a healthy nutritious meal symbolic of the basic essentials of 
life; wheat, water, and some meat to flavor a broth. The ‘Hreeseh’ is being prepared by Laila Salloum for 
the health of her family.  
 



     HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 

The Hernandez family in memory of their beloved Martha Hernandez. Memory 
Eternal. 

 

 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Ramsey and Wafaa Esper will light the dome in celebration of the one-year birthday of Atlas Esper 
(7/24/2021). 
 

ST TIMON SUNDAY 2021 
This coming Sunday, July 25th - the Lord’s Day closest to the feast of St Timon (July 28th), the founder and 
patron saint of DOWAMA’s Sister Diocese of Bosra-Hauran in south Syria. For resources go to: 
https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=The%20Hauran%20Connection  
Immediately following your parish’s observance, please send one parish check for the alms collected (payable 
to “DOWAMA Hauran Account” and earmarked “BosraHauran”) to the chair of The Hauran Connection: 
DEACON JAMES KALLAIL - 13213 E. Bridlewood Court - Wichita, KS 67230. Thank you. 
 
His Grace Bishop BASIL 

 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA 

2021 VIRTUAL ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION 
Just a friendly reminder that the upcoming Archdiocesan Convention which will be held virtually 
on Friday, July 23rd and Saturday, July 24th. Prior to the convention, upon receipt, we'll send another 
email with the zoom links. Please find attached the schedule of events for the Convention.   

REFRESHMENTS FOR COFFE HOUR 
If anyone would like to provide refreshments for the Coffee Hour after Sunday Divine Liturgy, please call 
Salma Isaac at (915) 203-4222. Thank you and God bless. 

                   ICON PROJECT 
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and 
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the 
Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to 
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was 



done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are 
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the 
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a 
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please 
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of good 
health. 

KARMA SMITH ART SHOW -INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF ART 
Dear St. George Parishioners, many of you will recall our beloved Charlotte Rotche, blessed memory, her 
brother Ret. Col. Jim Smith has attached an announcement of an art show displaying original art by his 
recently deceased wife Karma Smith, an accomplished artist.  The Karma Smith Art Show is being displayed 
at the International Museum of Art. Please refer to the attached flyer for further details. 

                       

The Archdiocese lifted all requirements to wear masks and social distance in our churches in the United 
States of America and that those who choose to continue wearing masks in the church should not be 
discouraged IN ANY WAY from doing so. Therefore, we want to make it clear that it is no longer mandatory 
for those attending any service at St. George to wear a mask, and that we have opened up all of the pews in 
the church which had previously been roped off to facilitate social distancing. However, due the freedom 
given to the local parishes to take the decision in accordance with the physical and local situation and due 
the age and health issues of the majority of our parishioners we encourage, for the moment, our beloved 
Parishioners to continue keeping the mask.    

We still encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result, 
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.    

This has been a trying year for us all, but we are full of joy in receiving the notification lifting all requirements 
to wear masks and social distance from now on.  Please join us every Sunday to celebrate the Divine 
Liturgy in your beloved St. George!   

CHURCH ETIQUETTE OR SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW WHILE IN CHURCH 
Dear parishioners, friends, and visitors, we wish to share with you some church etiquette that you might not 
be aware of when in church. Thought it be of importance for you to know. 
 
Church Etiquette or Some Things You Should Know While in Church (Fr. David Barr) | Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese 



HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  
 

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for the specific month.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PLEASE NOTE that Sunday School is on summer break and will resume on Sunday, September 12th.   
 

     ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT 
PLEASE NOTE that the Adult Class is on summer break. The Adult Class will resume on Saturday, 
September 11th.   
    CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to 
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is 
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You 
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
 

           
 
 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  


